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have flowed from it, not only for Ireland, but for the whole
Empire. Time was soon to show how unfortunate it was that
it was not accompanied by an endowment for the Irish Catholic
priesthood, and that the Anglican Church in Ireland was
allowed to retain the wrongful and oppressive claim to an
uncommuted tithe. But worse and more permanent ills
followed: Catholic Emancipation, extorted as it was, added to
the discord of race and faith in Ireland; the agitation through
which O'Connell triumphed deprived property of its legitimate
influence, broke up the structure of Irish society, made ruins,
but put nothing in their place. It increased the aversion to
British rule and law, inherited by the peasantry through ages
of wrongs; it made them dangerously conscious of their
power. It also enthroned faction in the Imperial Parliament,
to which statesmen have often most unwisely yielded; it has
tended to make the Irish representation a reproach and a
byeword. Above all it gave immense authority in the State to
a mass of ignorant and extreme opinion, not tempered by
middle class ideas, swayed by sacerdotal or worse influence,
and often extravagant and unjust; and this has repeatedly had
disastrous effects, not only in purely Irish affairs, but on the
course of the national policy.
There is much in the conduct of affairs in Ireland, from
1800 to 1829, which impartial history regrets and condemns.
The Irish Catholic leaders were wronged; Protestant Ascen-
dency secured a new lease of power; encouragement to
Orangeism was unwisely given ; severe measures of repression
were continued too long, and administered in a reckless
fashion; the necessity of social reforms was not perceived,
especially in the sphere of landed relations; a bad land sys-
tem was made worse by bad laws; the Catholic Question was
put back for years; Catholic Emancipation was too late,
was ungracefully conceded, and under the worst conditions.
The train of evils that followed has been made manifest; in